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Ka. lieg Greenfield, editorial page editor 
The Washington i^ost 
1150 15 ^t,, 

Washington, D.C, 20071 

^ar ^ls• Gpoi)nfiold, 

^our today's editorial , ^ Sekled in the ikrchivea,” was written by oouuone wlio knows 
nothing at all about the FBI's filing and record-keeping. It really is mythology, cooked 
up by the I'm itself* I regret very much thd} what I tell you comes from extensive 
personal experience that is not at all pleasant* 

^^11 WMbr is talldjig about iS records and not even all of them. may or 

may not have in mind transferring to the Archives what the FBI refers to as its "main” file 
and nothing else, the usual practise, but if he wanted to do what your editorial indicates 
he is doing it would bd virtually impossible* 

^^Q has no way of knowing, for example, who has ;^icklers, and some 4f wliich know 
are enormous jji size. He has no way of knowing whether other than tickler copies were 
kept in the various dtlvisions at Uk to wliich copies were routed or which made copies of 
those routed to it and then returned the copies it got* Tliere also are ilU files that 
are never searched, on the fiction they are not relevant* One is the 94 classification, 
"ilesourch xlatters.” ^Some of it*, files on the Fost, incoJCling nasty stuff, is in tliia 
classification and as allegedly "rest^arch" is never searched*) Then tliere are what are 
called "udmats*' for ‘administrative matter**' Hero they squirrel awaj potentially embarrassing 
records of surveillances. «aid if you want to know how successful they are in keeping such 
matevi.als hidden, a record it took me months and motths of in-court diligence to ob^.ain 
illustrates. When it was decide . that an int&ial investigation of the Fm'a mistreatment 
of Hr* and his family and associates had’ to be made, Hv^ directed tlie field offices 

to send iiieyntories of thedlr holdings* That one file^ is 402 pages, tfundr^ of thousands 
0^ pages* Hut nit a single tape ojJ the vast number the FBI made ana kept is listed* They 
are or then were filed iu thvi field offices only and as "66* Administrative llattera*" 

FiillAi conducts no investigations ut all. **'t does ^^nerate vast quantities of 
paper those words come from field office records sent to Uu and from the minds of their 
authors* Vashirw^on inves :.igations are made by the V/ashington Field Office, known as 
WFO. It had and iMjrhaps still has a subsidiary idi.‘ntified merely as *W* and it in the 
past had soue of the sSamier assignments, kept iu separate files in the same offices* 

Dallas was the Office of Origini^ known as "00," in tlie CISitlS case* i^ou cii^t begin 
to imagine how tliey can hide rtidords when they want to and produce the ^onexi sting* records 
when they wont to. And, of course, there are the thousands of individual records in the 
field offices, not oxily at Dallas, in separate files under the thousands of names* Tliore 
is no indicated intvnition of placing them in tlie archives and making tfce effort would 
be close to lOU/a impossible . 

Ail with tlie ^•ing tppes, give you an illustration. Dallas was the 00 in the Ji'K 
assassination investigation* It also provided most of the investigative services to the 
Warren Commission* One of its tasks for the Comiaission was to get the recordings of the 
Diillaa police broadcasts of tluit time. Jt got them aiid it tVtoS^cribed then for the 
Commission and the Ctomission published its transcripts in facsimile. Yet in a FUlA 
lawsuit iu which - sought them the FBI si-ore repeatedly to federal district court. ;in 
V/ashington to a series of porjnries, perjury becuase they v/ere sw^n-to and pertinent* 
lliey begxin by swearing they never, ever had tAe rucoroings or any copies of them. As fast 
as I proved the attestations -er^ false now ones wore invented, and T did the same with 
them, over and over agaiiu I even told them wher<j these recordings were filed in the 
Dallas office and that pljjce was never seai'chnd. Then told them wliere copies v;ere at 
FBI1A< and that place iilso \;as never searched* <»iUita tjjaa later an employee of tlie 



app‘ :;la office, reatimbei*in/; oy uany ap:x.Mls, blundered onto tlvjn e^cactly where I had 
cjaid they were and so told me. dut to tills day, after Liore tl-ian at lea^t five years, 
they have' not been produced. Tliat was before, il' you'll excuse the expression, dudge 
•^ohn Lewiii Smith, but I've been before enou^jh difi’erent federal district court judges 
to as.iure you tliat it could have luippened before most of them, ilnd often didl 

liven the idlogod destruction aftek 30-40 years except for records of exceptional 
historical value, comes from the I’dl and/or Pollya^. a i0blutivoly recent peesoii^ 

oxiuiplo is for records created b<?fore and during World War II and relating to a ma^^azine 
that was folded during tliat war for tlie stock, to be used to publish a more commorcial 
ma^^zine, I wa.i then tlie \lashington correspondent of CLICK. It thdn was the thin^ l^vrgest 
picture LUki*a^ine, aft*ir Lli'h and -uOOK .nul for arcliiv^d purposes I asked - more than a 
decade ago - for the CLICK records. They still exist, going hick to the Plil'a filing 
the fact of its creation and who was involved. It wus an 4nni?iiberg publication, but that 
was when Koe j^ in and Waltei’ had not yet dc^veloped his many and well-known relation- 

ships. Sou*.? is stdill withheld on alleged "national security" grounds and mud; is just 
plaini withht?ld, \dth api>?als ignored, and every once in a while? they dribble a i>oge or 
two out. I woS exposing Nazi cartels and they claim they can find only one such stoiy. 
let at the tine of my stories some of those corporations were under Fill investigation and 
from time to time I acftually "beat" them. Wow how "historic? al" do you think it is that 
this magazine was created before World V/ar II and hasn't existed since then? 

The Dallas office had a separate index of, suppooeuly, all its JUK assassination 
records and after much costly effort they were compelled to disclose it to me. Jt was 
of 33 c 5 cards, about 40 linear feet of thorn. But the Dallas broadcast r^jcordings is not 
in that index, dospito the fact that tiie FBI tr;jLscribed them, i late.’ was able to 
tell the FB!f wliich agent made dubs and oven the make of th? tape recorder he used but 

I still don t have those tapes. <oid they surely involve no lX)Ia exemption or any legitimate 

secret. . 

Triiiisf erring even the main CISfKS file to tlK? arebivo^J has its value but all 
ClSrliS records will not be tho ’c and based on my oxaui:iation of about a third of a million 
pages of FBI rc'-ords I an coniidont that a much, much greater number of pag<?s will r»iuain 
in tir. field offices and won^ft be transfer, ed and ^n.11 be accessible to the FBI the next 
time it luis an iiipropor interest in miy of those principled people. 

Please do not take this as criticism of tlie editorial writer or of zhe paper. You 
people have no way of knowing t eso things iind liad no re .sons for asking any qu<?stions. 

You cein't live in the belief tliat every official intends to deceive and misrepresent. But 
if you'd had i^y exix?rieMcea with the FBI and its word you'<ilook to see ii^oneone was 
plnj(in^r a waterhose on you if you were with the Fsl and it said it was gaining - and you 

were ^soaking wet. It lias made both an art and a science of .iishonosty and of lying. It 

prefer*. » to avoid an overt lie and it plays eemanticol games in the effort but when all 
else fails it does lie and is immune when it.i lies ore perjury. 







Please excuse my typing. I'm 76, in imiiaired 
health and must keep my logs elevated. Tliis 
has me typing siueways. 



